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the future Is bright

The last few months have
been particularhy seciting,
following the news that the
kxre-term future of
Hedlevhope Fell has been
securad.

Ag it stands, Durharn 'Wildlifs
Trust owns approxdmatehy half
of Hedlevhope Fell and hasa
25 vear leass with the
Departmant for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs Defra)
far the majority ofthe
rerraining land. Howevar, an
adjacant area used for the
burial of animals during the
foot and mouth cutbraak in
2001 has not been under cur

manajement.

Fallowing the success of the
Heritage Lottery Funded
provject so far, Defra and the
Trust have agreed a deal that
incorporates the surface
management of the burial sita
it the existing managarment
pregramme forthe Fell. Whean
the Lottery funding ands in
2008, Defra have agreed to
continua funding tha entire
management programme,
including the past of project
offices, urtil 2019,

Le<al people and wildlife do
ot racognise the boundaries
prasanted by the burial pit.so
it is very exciting to add
approximately 20ha onto

what is already the largest of

thie Trust’s natura resarves,

The new area is largely made
up of recently disturbed lnd.
Interestingly it suppsorts
significart numbers of ground
nesting birds such as lapwing
and snip= It also contains
some impertant seasonal
scrapes and permanent
ponds. The main feature of
interest is a small area of
remnant wet heath, which
remarkakdly has remaired
undisturbed from both opsn
cast opsrations and the recent
burial of anirmals. The wet
heath is a fine example ofthis
typ= of habitat on the Fell ard
has an extensive area
dominated by cotton-grass.

The funding agreement
includes an impressive
voluntaer training and
develspmant programme for
the Hedlavhops Fell Voluntzer
Task Force. It is imparativa that
there is somesne in post to
site mange the Fell, but
without the help of k<al
volurteers, we would rot b=
able to manage the habitats
and install ard maintain the
infrastructurs,

Mow is a very goosd tima to
get imvohead with the Task
Farce. The Fdlis still a

relatively rew nature reserve
and all of the work carried cut
will make a significant
difference for many years to
Comie,

Defra’s funding
also includes:

B arangeof ecological
surveys which will erabla
us to effectively monitor
the ongoing

management ofthe Fell;

@ the management of
species ard habitats
across the Rl

B neveslettars and keaflets to
keep visitors and kcal

p=ople informed;

@ an=ducational svents
oG EmITe;

P stock management

Given the resource dermand
that Hedleyhops Fall presants,
this funding could not have
come at a better time. Itis
very satishying to be
recognisad as the
oganisation that can mowve
the ald burial site into the
future and rmaka a meaningful
difference to the lves ard
erwironment of the
surrounding comimunities.

Craig Bast
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The Grean Gym s2ssions on
tha Fell are going from
strength to strength with &8 to
10 volunteers regqularly
turning up for a good chat,
some exercise in the frash air
and to get a whole mannar of
tasks completad. In recant
wieaks thesa have included:
construction of steps and
bridges, revetmeant work and
stone pitching to improve
drainage.

Some of these tasks wera

Efic B Loulsa

pecple do you see grinning on a

treadmill dowen the local gym?

recantly completed their First
Aid at Work course. Thisis a
really positive move towards
creating a self-sufficient Gresn
Gym group. Other training
specific to unning the group,
is also on offar If anyone is
interestad in taking on
responsibility for mini-bus
driving, the brew Kit or leading
the tasks each week, pleasa
contact Cerion 01388 520036,
07017460476 ar
cgibson@btov.ong.uk.

pratty mucky as Ceri Gibson
demanstrataed by Eric in the Congratulations to Enc Dack and BTV Grazsn Gym
photagraph, but how many Jacqueline Waller. Thay both Project officer
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Dogys on the Fell &

Lapwirsg, photo: Darin Smith
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Hedleyhope Fel is one of the most Important places for
ground nesting birds In County Durham. By minimising
disturbance during the nesting season we can make the Fell
an even better place for specles such as lapwing, black
grouse, snipe and skylark.

Birds see dogs as a threat and the evasive action they take
can leave #gqgs and chicks vulnarable to cold and predators.

By law, you must control your dog so that it does not disturb
or scare farm animals or wildlife. You must keep your dog on
a short lead on most areas of open

country and on common land

between 1 March and 31 July.

Where there are farm animals

present, your dog must be kept

on a lead at all times.

Forfurther In'l'urm:"'l.;lnn goto

www.countryslideaccess.gov.uk
or contact the Access Helpline
on 0845 100 3298, |
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Whan you think of the plants that i
grow on the Fell | am sure
heather, bilksmy and trees spring
to mind. There is howsver a
group of plants krown as lower

plants. Hedlevhope Fell happens
to be quite an interesting placa

for thase spacias,

‘Lewer plants’is a collective term
for three main groups of plants,
mossas, liverworts and lichens.
They do not have roots and
reprod uce using spores, rather
than flowers

There were 77 species of moss. 8
liverwarts ard 77 lichens fourd
during a recant survey on the R,
These included 36 mosses, 5
Iiverwaorts ard 60 lichens not
previously reorded.

'Fell catches fire

IF wou hawve followed the news Heathar burning on a much smaller Chvar the naxt few manths, in
recently, yvou may have already scale can b= beneficial for conjunction with the fire and police
heard about the fire on the Fell. heathland plants and animals. In authorities a fire plan will be drawn
Crver 10 ha was affected by the fire, fact. buming in itself can be a great up. Most of the plan will focus on
including trees, keathet bilbarmy rethod of creating fire breaks and ersuring fire breaks ar in placs on
and the mast important part of the help reduce the impact that an the Fell. This will ensure a fire will
Fell for the gresn hairstreak accidental fire can creats. not take place again on such a
buttarfly. massive scale.

Craig Best
The burnit area will recover in time.
The rnain concem is that bracken
will take over ard out compste any
heather ard kilbemy regereration.
Luckily, the fire onby bumt the
vegetation on the surface, laaving
most of the seads underg round
intact ared healthy.

Crvar the naet few years the
violuritzer task force will be
manitoring and managing the area
affected by the fire. Invasive spacies

such as brackan will be controllzd “The Fell aftes the fire, phioto: Jamie Glaver
by hand and by machine 1







