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You rmay have already
heard that Durham
Wikdlife Trust has recently
become the new owner of
Hedleyhopsa Fell. My
name is Craig Best and |
have been employed by
the Trust to work with
local people to manage
and improve the Fell for
wildlife and people, My
post has been made
possible because of
funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund.

This is the first newsletter
from the Fell. 1t will keep
wou informed of what's
going on and how you
can get invalved in

the praject.

Hedleyhiope Fell comprises
approximately 200 ha of
mid-altitiede heathland.
This type of heathland
grows between upland
hieath which is found

. further up the Dale and
| lowland heath at

| Waldridge Fell, Most of
| the site is registered as
| cormmon land with

| commaon grazing rights

held by a few local
farmers,

This habitat is importantin |

the region and supports a

| number of rare and
| uncommon plants and

animals. They include the
Green Hairstreak butterfly,
Welvet Ant, Red and Black
Grouse, Short Eared Owi
and plants such as

i

Lesser Skuflcap and Stags
Horn Club Maoss, More
recently Small Pearl
Bordered Fritillary
buttarfly and Tree
Sparrows have been

| recorcled. Many of these
| species are recognised as

prigfity species in Durham,
I'mi sure aver the next few
years other important
species will be discoversd!

Heathland is a habitat that
conftinues to exist mainky
because of grazing and
burning. Without
continued management

| heathland would change

into scrub and then,
eventually woodland. You
would be correct in
thinking wocodland is a
valuable resource but
many of the plants and
animals that exist in

heathland rely on active
rnanagement, such as

grazing.

You will see very little
change on the Fell over
the next year. This is
because it is impartant
that we find out what lives
and grows there. A
number of local experts
willl be surveying the Fell
to look for breeding and
winter birds and
invertebrates, Butterfiies
and the vegetation will
also be surveyed, | would
be interested to know
what you have seen in the
last few years, At the

| moment we are unsure if

the Fell has many reptiles
living there. IFyvou have
seen any adders or lizards
then please contact mee,

Craig Best




How can you help?

Durham Wildlife Trust
relies almost entirely on
volunteers to help
manage our reserves, If
Vvou have an interest in
the future of
Hedleyhope Fell then |
would be pleased to
hear from you. There are
a number of ways in
which you can get
invalved. | am setting
up a task force to work
on the Fell. As a
wvolunteer you would
learn new skills such as
tree and scrub

| management, bracken

control and footpath
maintenance,
Alternatively, if a hands
on approach is not your
forté then you could
become a volunteer
warden. The fell would
benefit from a number
of people patrolling the
site and reparting
incidents such as fly
tipping, the condition of
footpaths and generally
keeping an eye on
what's going on. If you

! have any other ideas

then please let me
ko]

Unfortunately due to
the high cost of printing
and distribution future

| editions of this
| newsletter will not go to

everyane’s door, To
make sure you get the
r=xt copy please
contact me.

Flease contact.

@ If vou would like to
continue receiving
future editions of

Craig Best, Hedleyhope Fell Wildlife and Community Officer
Durharm Wildlife Trust, Low Barns, Witton-le-Wear, Bishop Auckland,
Co. Durhiam DL14 0AG. TEL: 01388 4858728 EMALL: chest@durhamwt.co.uk

Durham Wildlife Trust aims to conserve wildlife and to promote
conservation within the County of Durham, City of Sunderland and the
Boroughs of Gateshead, South Tyneside and Darlington. For further
information wvisit www, wildlifetrust.org.uk/durham

Hedleyhope Herald.

@ If you have any
stories about the fell
and would like them
included in future
editions.

@ If you own a local
business and would like
to spansor future
newsletters and get
advertising space in
return.

Craig Best
Hedleyvhope Fell Wildlife
and Community Officer
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